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When calamities come upon us that might have 
been averted, we are often led to murmur and com- 
plain; and if those, whose duty it was to warn us, 
have been remiss in the discharge of that duty, we 
have a right to lay the blame to theircharge. But 
we are determined that no cause for such charge 
shall lie at the door of the Investigator. 

In the two preceding numbers, we have endea- 
vored to warn and convince the people that there 
is a “COMBINATION” now forming against them, 
which, if suffered to be consummated, no power 
they possess will ever enable them to resist or de- 
stroy. It is now fast maturing, and when full grown 
and put in operation, it will set upon this Republic 
like a mighty incubus, weighing down all its best 
interests, and among them tho freedom of elections, 
which is the dearest and greatest of all. Itisa 
“ COMBINATION TO CONTROL THE SUCCESSION TO THE 


Presipency or tux Unirep Srares! We pro-| 


claim this fearlessly and toldly, and chorgeat home 
upon thé leaders of the party now in power, astheir 
deliberate design and intention. This is to be 
brought about through the agency and instrumen- 
tality of the office-holders:—'Tey are all to be of 
one party, of one mind, and to operate in one and 
the same channel. In regard to the formation of 
this wicked and profligate scheme, we here intre- 
duce some remarks from the New York Star: 


The Succession, 

We have the best reason to believe that Mr. Van 
Buren was committed, as to his successor, before he 
himself was elected tothe Presidency. After what 
passed under Mr. Calhoun’s observation at Wash- 
ing during the progress of the quarre! between him- 
self and General Jackson; after knowing so well 
the opinions felt and expressed by General Jackson 
towards Mr. Van Buren when they were members 
of the Senate; after knowing Kendall’s opinion of 
him, and the well-known but mysterious influence 
exercised by the profligate politician over the old 
Chief, it cannot for a moment be doubted that the 
written treaty which made Van Buren the “ heir 
apparent,” bound him down to the successiou.— 
The Bond which sold Van Buren for the Presiden- 
cy, contained the name of his successor,—'T'nomas 
li. Bertrow isthe man. Kendall, who ia the mag 


ter spirit, never had any faith in the honesty of Mr. 
Van Buren; and before he was proclaimed the can- 
didate of the party, he pledged himself to stistain 

the measures of his “ illustrious predecessor,”—the 
Specie Circular—the hard money systein—war on 
thé Banks—war on Credit and Commerce, and the 
nomination of Benton as his successor, the father of 
all these measures, who, on serving one term, was 
to transfer the office to Amos Kendall. 


Mr. Van Buren, to secure his re election, will 
go into the market with the Succession. He may 
intimate to the friends of Mr. Calhoun that he ought 
io be the man;—he has done so to others, very 
cautiously, we admit. He may, to secure support, 
ambiguously give out his predilections and his pre- 
ferences; but he is pledged to ‘Tuomas H. Benton 
in a manner not to be violated with impunity; and 
as sure as Mr. Van Buren is re-elected President of 
the United States, so sure will ‘Thomas H. Benton 
be his successor. Give another term to Mr. Van 
Buren and the interposition of the ele: toral colleges 
will be a mere farce. The President will openly 
nominate his successor, and call upon his army of 
oflice-holders and a corrupt party, backed,by the 
unicn of the parse and sword, to carry his orders 
imo effect. Mr. Calhoun’s course, recently, has 
lost him friends; he lost ground on the Nullification 
question, which he more than regained by the man- 
ly and upright action with the Whig party in de 
fence of the Constitution and Laws; but there is no 
enemy of his, however implacable, who will not car- 
dially prefer him as President atany time to Thomas 
H. Benton; but the die is cast: re-elect Van Buren 
and Benton succeeds him beyond all doubt, 











| 


We have quoted the above article in confirmation 
of ourown remarks. Facts heretofore existing and 
now daily transpiring, prove them to be true. We 
all know that Jackson was committed to Van Buren 
previous to the expiration of his term. He, toall 
intents and purposes, nominated him as his succes- 
sor. Benton and Blair and Kendal were privy to 
the arrangement. We stop not to remark upon the 
enormity and anti-republican tendercy of this act 
of Executive influence. In any shape you can 
view it, fellow-citizens, it is deadly hostile to all 
our institutions, to the theory of Republican Gov- 
ernment and to the rights of every free-born Amer- 
ican. In the best days of our country, the people 
would not have borne it.—But so it is,—partw. 
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blind, infatuated party, will sometimes dethrone 
judgment and lead discretion captive at its will. 

We see Kendall, Benton and ihe President, act- 
ing in perfect conformity with the arrangement sug- 
gested; and should Van Buren again be elected, 
will not, as above stated, “ the interposition of the 
electoral colleges indeed become a farce?” Let 
the scheme be consummated, and the President will 
openly nominate his successor; and such open nom- 
ination will, in truth and in fact, be no more corrupt, 
no more profligate, or damning to the free action of 
the people, than was the Executive nomination of 
Van Buren, or, than will be the Executive nomina- 
tion of Col. Benton! The fact, that some degree 
of caution and secrecy is yet spread around this ne- 
farious executive influence, does not lessen its dan- 
ger; and it is only used to train the public mind to 
bear it, when its blighting effects will but too plain- 
ly declare its existence. We warn the people to 
look well to these things—to look in time, and to 
actintime. ‘The President is no longer to be nom- 
inated by the people—nor by members of Congress 
as was once practiced, nor by conventions; but he 
is to be named by his immediate predecessor, with 
the power of the army and the purse, and a numer- 
ical force, that will bear down all opposition, The 
tendency of every leading measute is to this result. 
Executive patronage and usurpation are spreading 
wider and wider.—Official influence is gathering 
around the people like the coils of a serpent—and 
we warn them again, to arouse in time, to examine 
for themselves-—to stand in the breach and stay the 
plague. 





DEFALCATIONS, 

We had intended to: submit the following instance 
of barefaced villany in a public office, without a 
single remark; but the case is so near home, and 
so full of matter for just reprehension, that we can- 
not, in justice to our sense of duty, forbear a few 
comments. We have taken the digest of the case 
from the speech of Mr. Prentiss, delivered in the 
Congress of the U. States, during the last session. 

This same man, Col. Spencer, is still in office.— 
He is still Receiver of Public Moneys at Fort 
Wayne! 

But we desire our readers first to peruse careful- 
ly the account of his official transactions, then read 
our comments and draw their own conclusions. 


“The first case to which I will call attention is that 
of Col. John Spencer, receiver of public mceneys at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, and which commenced in 
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1836. The report of the whole case is found in 
document 142 of the second session of the twenty- 
fourth Congress. I shall extract such portions as 
are In point. 

Under date of the 25th of April, 1836, the Secre- 
tary writes to Col. Spencer, among other things, as 
follows: : 

“ As these statements for January and February 
last have not been received at the Department, I 
must claim your attention to the omission, and in- 
sist on their transmission, in future, immediately 
afier the close ofeach month. At the same time, 
I would also claim your strict attention to the regu- 
gulations of the Department in respect to the pe- 
riodical deposities of the public money, and to the 
duty of transmitting the usual evidences of such 
deposites to the Secretary of the Treasury, as the 
instructions require.” 

Immediately afterwards, the Secretary writes 
again to the following effect: 

Treasury DrepARTMENT, 
May 23, 1836. 

Sir: Since the date of my letter to you of the 
25th ultimo, your returns for the month of April 
have beea received, from which I perceive that the 
public moneys in your hands on the 30th ultimo, 
amounted to the sum of $247,251 64, which amount 
is the accumulated receipts of your office since the 
Ist of January last. You cannot but be aware that 
the retention of the public muneys in your hands, 
beyond the period of one month, unless the receipts 
of such month be less than $10,000, is a violation 
of your instructions. ‘The object of this letter is, 
Ist, ‘lo require that the whole balance on hand at 
the time. of the receipt of this letter shall be imme- 
diately deposited, and a certificate of such deposite 
transmitted to the Department without delay. 2d, 
To inform you that the Department cannot over- 
look the omission to do so, or your future neglect 
to deposite monthly, and to transmit your monthly 
returns, accompanied by the evidence of your de- 
posite, in time to be received at this office within 
the month next preceding that for which the return 
is rendered. 3d, ‘That any neglect or inattention 
to these requirements, unless satisfactorily accoun- 
‘ed for, will require of me, from a sense of official 
duty, that you be reported to the President, witha 
recommendation that you be removed from office. 

I am, very respectfullv, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Co]. SpENcER. 

On the 8th of July, the Secretary directed that 
Mr. West (who, it seems, was a sort of rotary por- 
tion of the Department, called an examiner) should 
proceed in person “to make special inquiry into 
0" matter, and report to the Department the re- 
sult. 

Accordingly, Mr. West proceeded to Fort Wayne, 
to examine into the delinquency of the Receiver; 
and having accomplished his task, made a report to 
the Department. From this report, it appears that 





he met Col. Spencer, who was on his way to Rich- 
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mond to raise money to make up his deficit to the 
Government. ‘The following isan extract from the 


report, in relation to a charge of “shaving” upon 
the public moneys: 


* Upon the subject of using the money of the 
United States, I beg leave to state, that I find it 
universally stated and believed, and it is conceded 
to as a fact by the clerks in the receiver's office, 
that both he and his relative, Dawson, have been 
much in the habit, in the office, of shaving money, 
i. e. exchanging the money which could not be re- 
ceived for public lands; the rate of exchange or dis- 
Count varying from three to five per cent. I find 
in the case of Isaiah Wells, of Marion county, Ohio, 
that so recently as the 6th instant, he paid into the 
hands of the receiver, im his office, eight dollars for 


bank notes of five dollars each. ‘Io what extent} 
this ‘shaving’ business has been carried on in the 
office, of course I do not know, but I am satisfied it 
has been to a very considerable extent; and that the 
Government money paid in by one person has been 
handed out by the receiver in exchange for uncur- 
rent (or not land office) money—he receiving for 
his own private use the discouat as agreed upon; 
and that the same Government money again 1s pas- 
sed into the land office, to be again used for the 
like purpose, in pay for the public lands. 


“ That the receiver has takea in bank notes of five 
dollars, contrary to orders, the schedule prepared 
at his office, herewith enclosed, will prove; that he 
received a bonus for taking the same is, } think, al- 
most beyond a doubt.” 


In a postscript to his report, he says: 


«Mr. Spencer has just come in, having been as 
far as Richmond, where, by obtaining a discount 
upon some drafts due in September, originally ta- 
ken here for land, he was enabled to swell his de- 
posite there to $52,831 34; which, together with 
the money taken with him from here, the silver in 
the bank here, and some other money, enabled him 
to deposite,” dc. 


The following is the supplemental report of Mr. 


West: 
. Miami County, (Indiana,) 
Aug. 23, 1836. 

Sir: I basten to correct an oversight in my state- 
ment of Mr. Spencer’s account, in the postscript of 
my letter from Fort Wayne. 1 wrote the postscript 

it | just upon the point of starting; and Mr, Spencer 
- | being present, requesting me to give the assurance 
d= § of his good intention for the future, must be my ex- 
© = cuse for the oversight. 
r It consists in passing either the whole amount of 
his deposite at Indianapolis, in which is included a 
€> | certificate of deposite of $25,000 of silver at Fort 
Fy § Wayne; or, ag the gold was left in the bank at Fort 
to Wayne as collateral, to make up a deficiency of 
. $2,000, silver, Lshould not have passed all the gold 


exchanging two hundred and forty dollars of Ohio | 


_—— -—— 


His account, as corrected, should stand thus: 
Tur Recerver— Dr. 
June 30. To balance, - - $100,599 32 
Rec’d in July ($355,897 75) 356,155 95 
Rec’d in August, up to llth, ' 
a 3P.M. : - 29,774 64 





$486.529 91 
—s 








Conrra—Cr. 
June 30, To cash deposited at Indian- 
apolis, - - + $455,906 00 


Gold in bank at Fort Wayne, 
$5,322 37—Iless $2,000, 
its liability forthe deficien- 


cy of silver of $2,000 - 3.322 37 
Bank notes, &c.,;in office, - 17,350 50 
Gold in office, - - - 357 00 
Silver in office, - - - 1,874 00 
Script, - - - - 2,435 00 
Forfeited land stock, - - 78 20 
Balance due UnitedStates, - 5,206 84 





$186,529 91 


It is also proper for me to state that I am quite 
satisfied Mr. Spencer, by his visit to Richmond, was 
enabled to increase his available fund there $94; 
064 92, (he having drawn in favor of the Indian- 
apolis branch for that much more,) by obtaining a 
discount there; and upon drafts received by him at 
Fort Wavne for public lands, before the Ist of June. 
last, which drafis were not due till September; and, 
of course, in order to reduce the same now |o cash, 
he made a deduction. Whether the deduction for 
the yet remaining time was equal to what was al- 
lowed him in May last, of course I- du not know; 
but the difference of time would seem to place it 
beyond a doubt that it was much less, | 

The latter view, in part. applies to the discount 
upon uncurrent (or not land office) paper, which he 
deposited at Indianapolis; a certificate of the loss 
upon which [ enclosed at lis request. : 


Very, &c. NATHANIEL WEST. 
To Eruan A. Brown, Esq. ’ 


By this document it appears that the receiver had 
turned his office into a ‘* shaving shop” for himself 
and his friends. It further appears that he had not 
merely failed to deposite the public moneys accord- 
ing to law, but had used them; for, when he came 
to make a settlement with Mr. West, after having 
scraped together all the means within his reach; 
afier selling drafis, obtaining a private discount at 
Richmond, bringing forward all the public money in 
his hands, and, in the language of Mr. West, “‘ some 
other money,” still he falls short $5.206 84, which 
he does not profess to account for in any way. In 
other words, by this report, Colonel Spencer stood 
before the Secretary and President an acknowl: 
edged, confessed, and convicted peculator and em- 
bezzler of public moneys to the amount of $5,206 
84, without a shadow of excuse or defence, 

And what think you was done with this defaulter 











to his credit. 








| by the moral, upright, sin-hating Secretary? And 
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what has been done by the President, who thinks] which, being interpreted, reads: “Dear Billy: Who's 


this offence ought to be made felony, and punish-|a fool? T never intended to turn him out. 
ed with the penitentiary? Before I answer this | talked about it to gull the People. 


I only 
and make them 


question, I will read you a letter from a then Sen- | think | was honest. He shall be retained.” Ay, 
ator of the United States, which will perhaps throw | and he was retained, and soon rendered such good 


some light upon the subject. 
this letter was written during the examination of the 
office by Mr. West, and was doubtless intended to 
obviate the effect of the report. 
Manpison, Aug. 3], 1836. 
Srr: I am informed that some things are stated 





It will be perceived | service to his master as well approved the sagacit 
Pt S 


which refused to part with him. 

le has been continued in office by Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, andis now receiver at Fort Wayne. There is 
one more circumstance developed Ly thisdocument, 
to which [invite attention. ‘The Secretary, in his 


recently to the prejudice of Colonel John Spencer, | letter of the 23d of May to Col. Spencer, tells him 
Receiver at Fort Wayne, and 1 am requested to|* that any neglect or inattention to these require- 


write you. In doing so, { can only say that I have 
been gratified in learning that his deposites have 
been made to your satisfaction; and, if so, I hope 
that minor matters, if mere irregularities, will be 
overlooked. He is reputed to be an honest and 
honorable man, and | do not believe that he has in- 


tentionally either done wrong or violated his ine | 


structions. (¢77It would to some extent produce ex- 
citement if he were removed, for he has many warm 


ments, [that is, to deposite monthly the money on 
‘hand, and make monthly returns thereof,] unless 
satisfactorily accounted for, will require of me, from 
| a sense of official duty, that you be reporied to the 
President, with a recommendation that you be re- 
‘moved from cflice.” 


Now, in connexion with this extract, read the fol- 
lowing letter from Col. Spencer, written just upon 
the eve of the Presidential election, and aout six 


and influential friends both at fot Wayne and in) weeks after the correspondence between Hendricks 
Dearborn county, from which he removed to his and the Sceretary! 


present residence. Better let it be. 
With much respect, 
WM. LIENDRICKS. 

Hon. Levi Woorsvry, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

“With much respect,” ha! I doubt it. The 
honorable Senator could not have had much respeet 
for the honorable Secretary, or he would never 
have dared to write him such a letter. “hose two 
last sentences, like a lady’s postscript, contain the 
whole substance: * It would produce excitement.” 
forsooth, to remove the defaulter; “ he has influen- 
tial friends.” ‘ Better letit be.” Sir, in these few 
words you may behold the morality, the policy, and 
the strength of the party in power. Like the flash 
language of the London swells, they open to those 


Receriver’s Orricr, 
Fort Wayne, Oct. 27, 1836. \ 
Sir: This isto inform you that I have forwarded 


_to the ceposite bank one hundred and four thou- 


sand dollars, insilver, there to remain until ID arrive 
with the gold and paper money. 

My democratic friends think that I ought not to 
leave until afier we hold our election for President, 
on the 7th November, which I have concluded to 
await, and shall leave on that evening, or the next 
morning, to deposite, with all the funds on hand up 
tothattime. J shall write you again before I leave. 

The sales are rapid; mostly paid in gold and silver. 
My quarterly report will be forwarded by next mail, 
for last quarter, which ought to have been done 
sooner, only for the want of help in the office.— 


who understand the true meaning, the whole secret [Jereafier, I think I can get my reports off, without 


of political roguery. Being interpreted, the honor-) much de 


able Mr. Hendricks’ letter would read: ** Dear Le- 
vi: Lam told Colonel Spencer is a defaulter, and 
you are going to turn him out. Levi, you’re a fool; | 


you must do no such thing; it would injure the par-. 
ty to turn him out; he is a strong politician, and hias | 
got a great deal of influence; he is’nt cheating us, | 
it’s only the People. If you know which side your 
bread is buttered, keep him in office.” 
And what says honest Levi to all this? Listen; 
here is his answer: 
Treasury DerarTMenrT, 
Sept. 7, 1836. 
Srr: Your letter of the 31st ultim» is received, 
and I am happy to inform you that Mr. Spencer's 
explanations have been such that he will probadly 
continue in office. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient serv’t, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon, Wiiit1am Henpricks, 
Madison, Indiana. 


lay, afier the close of the mouth and quar- 
Jam yours, respectfully, 
JUHN SPENCER, Receiver. 
IIon. Levi Woonnery, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


ter, 


Now, fellow-citizens, what think you of this whole 
transaction? What ought public sentiment to say 
and determine insuchacase? What would honest, 
upright business men do, if the transaction were of 
a private character and dependant upon individual 
adjustment? ‘Throw aside for a moment all party 
feelings, and view this case in all its naked truth. 
On the ove hand, is Levi Woodbury, Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury of the United States.—Le has a power 
over allour national funds, almost omnipotent.—He 
bas swora before his Maker, that he will carefully 


collect and keep those funds for public use; in fine, 





that he wil! transact the business of his office with 
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vigilance and fidelity! On tho other hand, is Col. | corruptions of power and of office? Those who 





Spencer, Receiver of Public Moneys.—H{le, also, | arrogate to themselves the title of “ Democrats—— 


is under the solemn obligations of an oath, to per- 
form all the duties of his oflice with prompiness, 
and according to the orders of the Departmeat. 
Now, if both of these men had been derilect in 
duty fora single instance—if, for some plausible 
cause, there had been default for once, or even twice, 
the deficit might have been passed over—the breach 
might have been healed.—'The money might have 
been made up and the public suffer no detriment. 
But such is not the fact. This case discloses no 
circumstancee of mitigation. On the contrary, it 
exhibits features of turpitude and corruption well 
known to Woodbury and known to him a Lona time! 
It was known to Spencer and his political frrends;— 
it leaked out at the time, and was charged home 
upon the Department.—In fact, the President and 


every leading member of the Administration at 
Wagehington city, knew it! 


Now, we repeat what we have said elsewhere, i 
is not the loss of the money—it is not that bad men 
will sometimes get into office; but it is the fact, that 
JUST SUCIL SCENES OF CORRUPTION AS THE ABOVE 
AKE COMMON; AND TUAT THE PRESIDENT AND HIS 
SECRETARIES KNOW IT AND INDULGE IT, AND EVEN 


SANCTION Ir! This, is the ground of complaint; 


and how a high-minded people caa look on and pa- 
tiently suffer such things to exist, is more than we 
can tell. ‘Thissame Spencer, we repeat, is yet in 
office!'—Levi Woodbury is yet in office. —Van Bu- 
ren is in office, and seeks to be there for a second 
term.—And there are thousands of people now hes- 
itating whether it ia not their duty to lend their as- 
sistance to keep him there! Oh, that the people 
would awake toa just regard for their own riglits, 
and at least, examine these matters for themselves! 
All we ask, is a fair and candid examination—just 
such as men of sound sense would give to other 
matters; and we have no fears that their conclusious 
aod their action would be just and appropriate. 
Before we proceed, one word here upon a colla- 
teral point. ‘Those of us who feel it a duty to ex- 
pose these nefarious and anti-republican transactions 
are branded by the opposite party with all sorts of 
opprobrious epithets.—Our motives are impugned 
aud our conduct maligned. We stop not for vindi- 
cation.—Let what we say and what we do, stand or 
fall, as ¢rutk may decide. But how stand those 
whorevile us and find fault because we expose the 


| 


Democrats of the Jeffersonian school!” How do 
they stand, and what is ¢heir conduct? Are they 
in truth “Democrats?” And is their conduct of that 
character which entitles them to this appellation? 
Or, are they a sort of wolves in sheeps’ clothing, 
seeking the fleece at the expense of the flock?-- 
Take the leading men for example. Does not Levi 
Woodbury stand convicted, morally convicted, of 
conniving with the public plunderers, and of sanc- 
tioning their continuance in office? Does this look 








like * Democracy?” Did he not suffer Harris, Spen- 
cer, and as we will show, a host of others, to remaia 
in office a long time after he knew they were pJun- 
dering the Treasury-—nay, some of them are yet in 
office? Does this, we say, look like “Democracy?” 
Wo ask our readers, we ask all honest men, to pon- 
derthese things. Let them bring up in review, the 
conduct of every prominent man now in power.— 
Let them pass in revision the many promises of “re- 
form” and “ retrenchment.”--Let them look into 


national debt—to the multiplicity of Banks with a 
disordered and spurious currency. Let them look 
to the forty millions of annual expenditure—to the 
host of defaulting Land Office Receivers—to the 
runaway Swartwout and Price, and to Van Buren 
himself, now striding through the State of New York 
electioneering! Yes, the PrestpENnT oF THE UNI- 
rep Srarrs, electioneering! Let them ponder 
these things, and ask if they have the honest front 
aud appearance of genuine democracy! 


But there is one fact in regard to Spencer’s offi- 
cial conduct worthy of remark. We all remember 
that after the administration had broken down our 
good currency and had introduced their “‘pet banks,” 
and had drawn an odious distinction between Land 
Office and other money, that certain Receivers were 
charged with “ suavixe” the farmer’s money!— 
This charge threw the “ party” into the most vio- 
lent rage. Many of them were ready to swear, 
nay, affidavits were made, that such was not the 
fact--that it wasa vile fabrication got up by the 
enemies of the people and the people’s servants, to 
bring the “party” into odium and contempt. Many 
of them, reasoning upon a practice so gross and 








abominable, admitted that if it were true and could 
be established, it were just cause for removing the 








) incumbent and every officer who aided and abetted, 





the empty Treasury—-to the twenty-five millions of . 


af 
¢ 
x 
& 





ve 





et TER ee. 


38 INVESTIGATOR AND FEXPOSITOR. 


—— ae ~-—--— - 


or knew of the transaction. Well, now fellow-citi- 
zens, it was true, and true in more instances than 
one, that Spencer ptp shave the people's money, and 
Levi Woodbury knew it! A commis-ioner was sent 
from the Department to examine into the affairs of 
Spencer’s office; and among the most prominent 
facts reported, was the one ilat “ shaving had been 
carried on in the office to a very considerable ex- 
tent;” and that Government money, paid in by one 
person, had been handed out by the Receiver to an- 
other in exchange fur uncurrent money, and that 
the Receiver put the difference into his own pocket 
for his own private use!" Here, then, is a palpa- 
ble, gross act of corruption, made known to Mr. 
Woodbury in good time, by one of his own agents, 
sent for the purpose, and in whose report there could 
be no mistake or prevarication! What is the re- 
sult? Why, fellow-citizens, the result is precisely 
the same, as if Mr. Spencer had conducted the bus- 
jness of his office in the most prompt and unexcep- 
tionable manner. Tle is continued in office; and 
for aught we know, continues to shave money to this 
day! ‘The fact, that Receivers of the public mo- 
ney did shave the people, is no longer denied; and 
would you believe it? there are not wanting plenty 
of men, who call themselves Democrats” —“Jef- 
fersonian Democrats” whio justify the deed! 


But why was Mr. Spencer continued in office? | 
States. Allowing, then, that it contains ro mis- 


The reason is fully disclosed in the letter of William 
Hendricks to the Secretary. We forbear further 
comments. Any man who will calmly look upon 


such transactions, much less commend them, is un- 
fit to enjoy the privileges of an elector —He wou!d 
not change his course, though one should rise from 
the dead to warn him. 





Mr. Yan Buren has addressed a Sub-treasury 
electioneering letter to the people of York, (Pa.) 
on his passage through that place. He states that 
his “trust” is that the “time is not far distant when 
the Sub-treasury will receive the assent of all dis- 
interested persons.” We think his trust rests uzon 
a sandy feundation. We should think that “recent 
events” had shown that there is in reality no grounds 
whatever for any such trust, | 

The country will please to make two inferences: 

1. That Mr. Yan Buren is traveling upon an e- 
Isctioneering tour for himself. 

2. That the Sub-treasury is his electioneering 
hobby, and that it is still to be persisted in, as a 
“sink or swim” measure, 





The State Bank of Indiana has declined receiv- 
ing the funds of the General Government on spe- 
cial deposite, on the terms proposed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. ' 
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From the Cincinnati Chronicle. 
The Governmente--«<.A Sub-ITreasury or a 
National Bank, 


The present administration of the United States 
government have, either through uncommon abili- 
ty or inability, presented one of the most extraor- 
dinary examples of financial management ever re- 
corded. Four years since it was in the possession 
of a surplus revenue of thirty millions. ‘Then came 
the commercial cricis, and the government, like in- 
dividuals, became embarrassed.—But, now after 
ample time to provide themselves with means, more 
than a year after every solvent bank of the country 
had resumed payment, in times, however, scarce 
money as an article of trade may be, of the most 
unusual prosperity, the administration of the United 


‘States governnient still bave out an unredeemed 


issue of millions of Treasury Notes, literally a for- 
ced Joan from the people. ‘The money, however, 
is of little consequence compared with the disgrace 
of the fact. 

But this isnot all. Having denounced the Uni- 
ted States Bank as insolvent, pronounced it the en- 
emy of the country, and rejected the wise policy 
which had provided a national currency by a na- 
tional institution, After all this, the government 
treats with this very institution for its aid; recieves 
its notes in payment, and finally, is compelled to 
acknowledge that all other schemes of finance have 
failed! In this situation the President officially 
and unofficially, presses the adoption of what is 
called an Independent Treasury; or a system of 
Sub-Treasuries. But what does this scheme pro- 
pose? Nothing but an independent mode of keep- 
ing, collecting and transmitting the funds of the U. 


chief, it certainly has for the people of the U. States 
no good. | contains no legislation to regulate the 
currency or provide for the general welfare. 

It is saying nothing against the integrity or sol- 
vency of local banks, to say that they have utterly 
failed in supplying a currency of uniform stability, 
or in equatizing the domestic exchanges. In this 


| last point consists all the difficulty. ‘ake for ex- 


ample the losses of the Miami country alone in ex- 
change. ‘The difference between the cost of trans- 
tnitting funds at Cincinnati, by means of the United 
States Bank and the cost at present; is more than 
equivalent to $200,000 per annum. ‘his im- 
mense éax is paid not by the merchant but by the 
consummer. And thus has the region around Cin- 
cinnati, which more than any other contributed to 
support the policy of General Jackson, paid this 
enormous tax upon its folly, and must continue to 
pay it till that policy is reversed. 

The President and his chief supporters have re- 
solved to abide by the sub-treasury. If they mean 
(as they are committed to do) in all possible con- 
tingencies to oppose a National Bank, they are right 
in supporting the Sub-Treasury. For nothing is 
plainer than that they cannot carry on the govern- 
ment by financial arrangements dependent on the 
local banks. There is with the government but 
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one question, a Sub-Trasury or a Netional Bank. 
There should be no other with the people. What 
the result in time must be no well i. formed man 
really doubts. 


Were the sub-t'easury in operation successfully, 
the scene of a republican government entirely 
separating itself from the wants of the people, 
thousands of salaried officers gloating themselves 
with the Gse of public money—the national reve- 
nue collected in gold and silver, while every spe- 
cies of unequal paper money must answer for the 
people; the great duty of the government neglec- 
ted, while the selfish, heartless interests of politi- 
cians only are cared for; all these would soon cure 
the evil a:.d provide a permanent remedy. A na- 
tional bank must as certainly be provided ia the 
end, as the rain follows clouds. But why should 
the whole people of the United States be, for years, 
the victims of mere politicians? Why should par- 


ty spirit so act the tyranny over the will and under- 
standing of freemen? 





Mr, Van Buren, 


We find the following graphic sketch of Mr. 
Van Buren in a Saratoga letter published in the N. 
Y. Courier and Enquirer. ‘The writer is remark- 
ing upon the little enthusiasm manifested by the 
people towards the President during his present 
tour through New York .—[ Louisville Jour. 


There is no association connected with his name 
which can excite enthusiasm—no brilliant event 
where the man had been superior to his station.—~ 
All that can be said is, that he voted with his party, 
not that he originated any of those great measures 


which have been sanctioned by the people. Acci- 
dent, and imagined persecution made him what he 


is, and the moment he got beyond the reach of the 
one, and had triumphed over the other, the person- 
al interest attached to him died away, No man 
feels that Mr. Van Buren has influenced his desti- 


ny. In times of political tempest; when the ves- |. 


sel of State had every timber strained, he was not 
to be distinguished from the rest of the hands. If 
we looked at the helm, he was not there; if we 
turned our eye aloft, he was not there; on the 
quarter deck he was not to be seen, nor was his 
the breath that gave tone to “the Boatswain’s 
shrill whistle.’ In fact he was no where to be 
found, neither in braving and battling danger, nor 
yet employed in skilfully averting it. It was enough 
for him that he was out of it, and if we had sought 
out the snuggest place in the ship, where personal 
appearance was unnecessary, and moral courage 
not required, there we should have found Mr. Van 
Buren. By and by the calm came, and with the 
calm, rest for the weary. Then Mr. Van Buren 
stealthily left his hiding place, and smiled and 
bowed his way tothe quarter deck, where the 
brave old captain received him asa son, and re- 
signed the command into his hands. Such is Mr. 
Van Buren’s conneetion with the vessel of State. 


— — 
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From the Mobile Chronicle. 
SUB-TREASURY, 

One ofthe most deplorable effects resulting from 
this pernicious scheme, is the deterioration of pub- 
lic morals occasioned by it, and the consequent evil 
influences imparted to all the social relations of life 
—for what is society but a collected mass of con- 
stituent parts, reciprocally giving and receiving tone 
and impress? It cannot be denied that the main- 
tenance of virtue and integrity depe:.d but upon 
two principles—a well established religious persua- 
sion, and public opinion— if, therefore, we have not 
the fear of God before us, and the standard of pub- 
lic virtue is so low, that men can with impunity 
commit actions, which formerly would have exclu- 
ded them from society, what pray, we ask, is to de- 
ter us all from turning rogues and swindlers, if we 
think that we can thereby subserve our worldly in- 
terests? If Sub-treasurers default for enormous 
sums, and lose not caste—if every grade of offi- 
cials furnishes instences of these lapses from integ- 
rity, Which are regarded, at the worst, as mere pe- 
cadilloes, venial offences, which we must not judge 
too harshly, for some unfortunate speculation may 
yet mislead the best into the like—what is to pre- 
vent the same sort of false reasoning finally to pre- 
vail in all private relations, and become the gov- 
erning principle in counting houses and families? 
A government of public opinion, receives its tone 
from the people, and impresses its own character 
upon its officers, and they upon society—is it not 
therefore perfectly apparent, that a system which 
lets insucha flood of public defalcation, must, in 
the nature of things tend to the overthrow of pub- 
lic liberty, the decay of social morals, the declen- 


sion of personal integrity, and the weakening of mu- 
tual confidence? It is a solemn question, that each 


voter, in the fear of Gon, with his country and 
children in view, should propound to himself, what 
influence may my single vote have upon the future 
complexion of the American character? 





of the Raymond Times, Mississippi. 


We congratulate all decent men and women, all 
devout Christians, all patriotic native Americans, 
upon the defeat of that foreign disorganizer and re- 
volting blasphemer, ROBERT DALE OWEN, son 
of the Lanark “ Experimenter.* Even the demo- 
crats themselves, at least those who love their 
country or have any respect for the decencies of 
social life, must rejoice that our Congress Hall is 
not doomed to echo his voice as one of the Repre- 
sentatives from Indiana. 


fThe President and all the heads of the de- 
partments, with a single exception, are absent from 
the seat of Government. Some suppose, that the 
public interests may suffer by their absence at this 
time: let them take courage, and endure the toils of 
office yet a little while longer. ‘The good people 








wili reward them in 1840 by as long a leave of ab- 
sence as they could desire.— Louisville Journal, 


We subscribe to the following from our brothers 
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What is Glory for a Democrat is Disgraceful sons, to cut a dash ata foreign court but for Mr. 


for a Whisc. 
“The faults of our neighbors with freedom we blame, 


, .99| democracy. 
But tax not ourselves, though we practice the same.” acy 


The Loco Focos are making a most treabeudon | 
poise about Mr. Webster's going to [:ngland to see 
the Cochneys, learn the ways of London and wit- 
ness the pageantry of Royalty. Itis probable that | 
he wished to see what difference there existed be- | 
tween the Reyalty of St. James, and the Royal-. 
ty of the Loco-Foco-Democratic White House at 
Washington City. There is one thing, which un- 
doubtedly is the principal cause of their clamor, 
occasioned by their mortification at the great dif- 
ference in the reception of Mr. Webster and the 
illustrious sons of the patentee of royalty in Repub- 








lican America, Martin Van Buren. The former, | 
as a plain, unostentatious citizen of the U. States, | 
received the most marked attention, and his socie- 
ty sought after by the most renowned statesmen, 
the*lords and the nobles of the kingdom. It was 
not the man, but his talents ‘they admired, and ge- 
nius ane worth will ever command the homage of 
the great and the enlightened, let its origin be from 
whence itinay. Mr. John Van Buren, betterknown 
by the appellatiou of Prince Joun, as the son of the 
President. and without other merit, pushed himself 
into notice, and, as an nct of courtesy on the part 
of the British nobles, was invited to balls, and le- 
vees and routes, His appearance in public, and 
style of living, equipage, &c., were of a princely 
order, and the most magnificent of any at Court,— 








There was not a drop of Republican blood coursed 
in his veins —not a vestige of American simplici- 
ty to denote him a citizen of the United States.— 
This son of a patent-democratic Loco Foco agra- 
rian President, danced with the Queen of England: 
Aye, danced attendance to the masters of ceremo- 
ny, till he got to dance with the petticoat monarch. 
His relationship to the President alone gained for 
him what little attention he had paid tohim. We 
hear of no calls, no invitations from the great men, 
the philosophers and statesmen of the nation— 
these passec him by with total indifference. Why 
is it, that the locofoco presses are so remarkably 
silent on this subject; they do not breath a syllable 
of the matter, they are as dumb as sleeping dogs. 
Another son of the democratic party’s President 
has gone to England, aye, gone to figure away at 
Court and dance with Miss Victoria Regina. Maj. 
Abram Van Buren, the President’s private Secre- 
tary, has gone to dazzle and astound Europeans 
with the Republican simplicity of aa American cit- 
izen. He, too, is pushing his way to court favor, 
and what do the loco focos say to all this—why just 








nothing at all. It is all rightfor the President’s 


Webster to go there is a most heinous sin against 





From the Cincinnatti Republican. 
Consistency thou arta Jewel, 


We recollect with what exultation some few 
years ago, the announcement of Amos Kendal, 
which follows below, was received by his friends in 
this section of the country. Now, was exclaimed 


by one and all, is there not one conscientious man 


in office—here is a man who practices what he pro- 
fesses; he is every thing an oflice-holder should be— 
an bonest man,—There were many blank looks 
about that time among those of the opposite party, 
in this quarter they were disappointed, and we may 
say, chagrined that any of the Jackson party should 
perform so well what they promised. But if his 
foes were surprised at, and his friends exulted in, 
the course he seemed to mark out for himself at 
the time we refer to, with what feelings can they 
view the change that has since occured. The prac- 
tice of the Fourth Auditor was intirely different 
from the performance of the Postmaster General. 
Amos Kendal, when Fourth Auditor was a consis- 
tent man, his performances were in correspondence. 
Amos Kendal, as Postmaster General, doubtless has 
forgotten with what feelings and impulses he en- 
tered upon the duties of the former office. The 
annexed from the Baltimore Chronicle, we instance 
as among the first of his public acts as Auditor of 
the Treasury. He says: 

“ Upon entering the office, on Monday last, one 
of the first objects which struck my eye wasa pile 
of newspapers on my table. Among them I coun- 
ted sixteen papers, all of which I was told, were 


subscribed for by the Fourth Auditor, and paid for 
out of the ‘Treasury. 


“Vain lam, proud lam, that the president has 
given me an opportunity of proving that reform is 
not an empty sound.” 

No sooner said than done. He immediately 
sent each of the papers back, accompanied by the 
following letter: 

‘Treasury DePARTMENT 
Fourth Auditor’s Office, March 24. 

*Sin—Not believing that | am authorized to 
charge the Government with subscriptions to news- 
papers, and other publications which are not useful 
to me in the discharge of official duties, and aot 
perceiving that I can derive any assistance from 
your journal in settling the accounts of the United 
States Navy, I have to request that you will discon- 
linue sending it to this office. AMOS KENDAL.” 

‘Then in the process of time, adds the Baltimore 
Chronicle, Amos becomes to be Postmaster, when 
lo! it is discovered, by a committee of Congress, 
that he has been in the habit of eubscribing for, 
and paying for out of the Treasury, newspapers, 
the annual subscription of which amount to $387. 
At least fifty newspapers must have been taken to 
amount tothissum. ‘lhe same lavish expenditure 
for the subscriptions to newspapers prevails in the 
other departmente. For it appeara that in 1838, 
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the following items are found amon 
of the several Departments: 
In the Treasury Department 


g the expenses 


“ Newspapers, $997 63” 
In the War Department, 

* For Newspapers, 884 98” 
Ta the Navy Department, 

“ Paid for Newspapers, 450 70” 

“Turf Register, 30 00.” 


Gi 





From the Troy Morning Mail. 
Heturn of the Prodigal Son, 


_ &The Northern man with Southern principles,” 
it seems, is to spend the summer solstice at Sarato- 
ga Springs. We Go not wonder that the Albany 
Argus should feel some anxiety about the reception 
he will receive among us. A man who has sig- 
nally abused the confidence and belied the charac- 
ter of the citizens of the Empire State, is very like- 
ly to be met with more cuffs than kisses, It wil! 
require a higher power of persuasion than the life 
pensioner of the State paper possesses, to induce 
the people to fawn upon a viper that they have 
nourished in their bosoms until its fangs have stung 
them to the heart. 

Let the Argus, with its hundred eyes, look for a 
moment among the diversified classes of society, 
and see if it can find any which justly owes Van 
Buren respect or reverence. 

He has scoffed at the embarrassment of our mer- 
chants, and prostrated the business of our manu- 
facturers. 

He has calumniated those connected with our 
banking institutions by charging them with the 
foulest frauds, and endeavoring to bring upon them 
the sweeping curse of a general bankruptcy law. 

For nearly two years his disastrous measures 


dried up the springs of honest industry,and brought 
starvation into the homes of the laboring poor. 


He paralysed the vigorous arm of the mechanic, 
and struck down the hopes of those who were about 
commencing an enterprising and useful career. 

He has filled the pockets of the usurer with mo- 
ney wrung from the necessities of the honest debtor. 

He has openly charged, in a solemn message to 
the Congress of the United Siates—a libel which 
will be handed down to future generations —more 
than a hundred thousand electors of lis native state 
with bribery and corruption in their exercise of the 
right of suffrage—an offence which, if committed, 
would have subjected them to incarceration among 
the felons in our State prisons. 

He has insulted the feelings of the religious por- 
tion of the community, by receiving foreign infidels, 
male and female, into confidence and favor. 

He has alarmed the fears, and disturbed the re- 
pose of men of property, by the countenance he 
has extended to the worst species of agrarianism, 
and appointing to office the leaders and instigators 
of the most disgraceful and destructive riots. 

His whole administration has been a wicked and 
malignant crusade upon the rights of the people, 
and the prosperity of the north. 

He has robbed this State through the influence 

















he has exerted vpon the Albany Regency, of the 
benefits of a representation in the Senate of the na- 
tion, by defeating the re-appointment of the Hon. 
N.P. Tallmadge. ty 

He has squandered, through the prodigality and 
extravagance of his administration, that portion of 
the surplus revenue to which this State was entt- 
tled, and which, if appropriated as it should have 
been, would have educated every poor man’s child 
in the State of New York. | 

And is it for acts like these that his servile tools 
would have the people rush forth with congratula- 
tions at his approach, and scatter flowers around 
the footsteps of the intriguing partisan? Does res- 
pect “for the station of chief magistrate” require 
this humiliation from the freemen of the north?— 
No it never can be so—it never will be so. Hon- 
or heaped upon the undeserving is the deepest in- 
jury to the worthy and the virtuous. Let. the ‘*fa- 
vorite son” come home and pass to his heartless 
revels and political intrigues at the Springs, in si- 
lent and scornful neglect. Let the eyes of those 
whom he had insolently injured and basely betray- 
ed, be averted from his mousing tread. Enough 
will be left todo homage at the footstool, and shout 
hosannas in praise of the princely demagogue.— 
Power never yet lacked parasites to surround it— 
or the paltriest idol, worshippers at its shrineé.— 
The time for Tux PEOPLE to rejoice at the return of 
the President has not yet come. In 1841 every 
honest heart in the land will join in any demon- 
stration of joy which the Argus may propose to 


offer upon the arrival of Martin Van Buren—at 
Kinderhook. 





The legislation of Mrssrssrprt, it will be recollec- 
ted, has been for many years under the control of 
the Admivistration party—that -party which pro- 
fesses to be the enemy of “rag money.” We 
learn from the circular of Joun Crusox, Esq., a 
candidate for the office of Siate Treasurer, that in 
1830 there was but one chartered bank, except the 
United States Branch, located in the State, and 
that one hada capital of $950,000. The progress 
made by the anti-bank party may be gathered from 
the following statement made up by that gentleman: 


In 1830, Planters’ Bank chartered, capital $3,000,000 








1833, sundry banks chartered, 7,000,000 
1836, do do - - = 22,450,000 
1837, do do - = = 10,300,000 
138, Union Bank do - 15,500,000 
1831, Agricultural Bank not enumerated, 2,000,000 

Total amount of chartered capital, Jan. 1, 
1839, : - - = $60,250,000 

To which add unchartered Real] Estate 

Banking Capital, - - - 15,000,000 
$75,250,000 


The character of the currency furnished by these 
“democratic” machines may be gathered from the 
fact stated by our collector, that he would uot irus 
any of them for thirty days at a time, nor can their* 
paper be sold at adiscount of less than 20 per gent! 
These are the days of glorious reform.— Whig. 
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BANK MONSTERS, 

How shall the present dominant party be judged, 
by their professions or by their actions?’ We have 
high authority for saying the tree shali be judged by 
its fruit, and under this rule we would say, the do- 
minant party shall be judged by their actions, their 
professions to the contrary notwithstanding. 


In politics, as well as in every thing else, men 
sbould strictly carry out in practice, what they pro- 
fess in theory; and it is as mucha moral crime, and 
shows as great moral turpitude, to practice decep- 
tions, falsehood and fraud, for political effect, to ob- 
tain from the people their votes, contrary to their ex- 
pectations and belief, as it is to use the same means 
to defraud individuals of their good name or pro- 
perty, The man who wil! tell me a lie to obtain 
my vote, will, if he can be sure of equal immunity, 
lie to destroy my good name, or obtain my money. 
Take away all fear of punishment, and the man 
who will tell me a deliberate falseliood, for the pur 
pose of defrauding me of my money, would rob me 
on the highway for the same purpose. Deception 
and fraud whenever discovered, is a badge of moral 
turpitude, and will only be restrained by the fear of 
punishment. 

In the first number of the Expositor, and under 
the above head, the charge of duplicity was made 
against the late and present administrations of the 
General Government, on the subject of their pro- 


mises of a better currency and Bank reform, and 
we then gave sundry undeniable facts in proof of 


the charge. We do not deem it necessary to quote 
the messages and reports of the Executives and 
heads of Departments, and the speeches of their 
leading members of Congress, of the late and pre- 
sent administrations, to prove that we were pro- 
mised a better currency—that the bank monsters 
should be put down, and a gold and silver curren- 
cy in place of bank rags,—These have become mat 
ters of public notoriety,—they have been proclaim- 
ed by the President, and reiterated through all the 
gradations of the dominant party, down to theirlow- 
est scullion. 

The people did believe, that those professions and 
promises were made in good faitlh—that the pro- 
missed reform would be of great advantage to the 
country, and therefore did sustain the promisors in 
office with ample powers todo the work, from 1830 
to the present time; and if their practice has not 
been in accordance with their professions and pro- 











mises, then have they falsely deceived and defrau- 
ded the people, and as a just punishment, should be 
hurled from the seats of honor and trust which they 
have too ‘ong disgraced. 


In proof of the charge of duplicity, we referred 
in our former number, to the State of New Hamp- 
shire; and there showed, from official documents, 
that that locofoco State, had less than $143,000 in 
all her twenty-seven bank monsters, with a paper 
circulation of almost eight to one.—And also a sim- 
ilar, showing for Maine and New York, all ad- 
ministration States, in all of which, the number of 
banks and the paper circulation have been greatly 
increased by that party that had all the time been 
promising to put down the banks and give the peo- 
ple a gold and silver currency. These facts show, 
that the practice of the spoils party are directly op- 
posed to their professions, and that they have de- 
ceived and defrauded the people. Yet, in the face 
of all these facts, a recent spoils Legislature of the 
Siate of New Hampshire has resolved that “no me- 
dium or currency should be received in payment of 
the revenues of the General Government, except 
gold and silver,” “and that it shall be deemed law- 
ful and competent for to alter, amend or abrogate 
any act of incorporation heretofore granted.” The 
President has also renewed his professions in favor 
of a specie currency, in his speech at Castle Gar- 
den; and as says the President, so says Isaac Hill, 
in New Hampshire, Thomas H. Benton, in Missou- 
ri, and Mr. Buchanan in Pennsylvania—* like mas- 
ter, like man.”—So we see they have determined 
to ride the same hobby of a better currency, down 
with the banks, &c., trying, thereby, again to cheat 
the people out of their votes by professing one thing 
and doing another. But to the proof. What has 
this dominant party done, during the last ten years, 
towards putting down the banks and furnishing a 
gold and silver currency? Nothing. But the re- 
verse.—On the first of January, 1830, there were 
but 330 banks in the United States, having then a 
specie capital of $22,114,917, with a paper circu- 
lation of $61,323,898, and the entire banking cap- 
ital, at that time, was only $145,192,268.—Show- 
ing that the paper circulation was then less than 
three in paper to one in specie. Now, let us see 
what the better currency administration has done 
since that time towards putting down these banks, 
and establishing a gold and silver medium. On the 
first of January, 1837, the total number of banks in 
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185,890, more than double what it was in 1830, 


based on a specie capital of $37,915,340, almost 
four dollars in paper to one in specie; and during | 


the same time, the bank capital had been increased 
to $290,772,091, more than double to what it was 
in 1830. (See H. R. Doc., No. 79, of January 8, 
J€S8, page 856, K. K.) Here, then, are facts 
drawn fiom their own Treasury documents, which 
proves their professions false and fraudulent beyond 
contradiction—that they have professed one set of 
principles and have practiced directly the reverse. 
Afier such an array of documentary evidence, ex- 
posing the fraudulent practices of the office-holders, 
is it possible that an honest and confiding people 
will longer permit themselves to be deceived by 
their hollow pretences? Will they not rather rise 
in their might, rush to the ballot box, and there, by 
a constitutional exercise of their power, hurl the 
rascals from the honorable stations they have disgra- 
ced, and put honest men in their places? 





More Frand Exposed, 


The clamor raised against banks by the locofoco 
leaders is without sincerity, and a deliberate aud 
wicked fraud upon the public. Facts are too nu- 
merous and significant to fix a burning and indeli- 
ble mark of shame upon the forehead of every kna- 
vish demagogue who has been engaged in proga- 
ting the belief that the Whig party is the bank par- 
ty. They know better. CLocofocos have ever made 
it a point of party tactics, in and out of the Legisla- 
ture, to attack banks already established with such 
rank, indiscriminate, and unfounded abuse, and to 
propose such nonsensical and impolitic laws as to 
compel the Whigs to disagree with them, in order 


toget up an accusation fit for their fraudulent pur-| 
poses. But wherever the locofoco party has had. 


the power, it has created banks by scores and hun- 
dreds. 


The State Bank of Alabama, with a capital of 


ten or twelpe millions, was created by a Jackson 
Van Buren Legislature! 

Most of the Banks in Mississippi, their capital 
amounting to some twelve or fifteen millions, were 
created by the same party!! 

All the Banks in Arkansas were created by the 

me party!!! 

All the Banks in Missouri were created by the 

me party !!! 

All the Banks in Indiana were created by the 

me party!:! 

Allthe Banks in Illinois were created by the same 

arty!!! 

‘AU the Wild-Cat Banks in Michigan were cre- 

ted by the same party!!! 


AND EXPOSITOR. 43 











| Ia Ohio, the wumber of Banks was increased by 
the same party, in the short space of four years, 
from thirteen to twenty; and the Banking capital of 
| the State, during the same time, was increased four 
millions five hundred and thirty-two thousand, two 
hundred and thirty-nine dollars!!! 

In six years from the time the same parly came 
into power with) General Jackson, four hundred and 
ninety new Banks were created in the Union!!— 
These facts are sufficient, one would think, to seal 
the mouths of those hungry demagogues, who go 
about crying by the way side and in public places 
that the Whig party is the Bank party, with an eter- 
nal silence. If shame were any part of their com- 
position, they would hang their heads and be still. 

But do they pretend to superior care and wisdom 
in creating Banks? Facts are again ready to over- 
whelm them. Let thein compare the Banks of 
Mississippi and Michigan, created by themselves, 
with the Banks of Massachusetts, created by the 
Whigs. Let them point out, if they can, one sin- 
gle State where the Whigs have had the control, 
and have not preserved a sound and healthy cur- 
rency, until the political knaves and quacks of the 
opposite party got their fingers in and turned every 
thing upside down by their ignorance and rascality. 

They promise the people reform, but when they 
get the power they give them only falsehoods and 
declamation. ‘They pro nise to guard the rights of 
the poor, but when they get the power they load 
themselves with salaries, and turn away the poor 
with nothing but a little flattery and palaver. 

The people will not always.bear such imposition. 
They will raise as one man, and shake off the offi- 
cial leeches which have been preying upon them 
and sucking out their substance. They will think of 
the bountiful promises and meagre fulfilment—they 
will think of the endless trickery and frauds attempt- 
ed to be practised upon them, of the constant in- 
sults to their understanding; and the more they think 
the more will they become indignant, till, impatient 
of further submission, they will unite their voices 
and cry aloud, To the Polls! To the Polls!! | 








FROM THE WESTERN STATE JOURNAL. 
Locofocoisme--sits nature and objects, 


Locofocoism is schismatic in its origin and ten- 
dency. It pretends to more wisdom and virtue 
than was ever incorporated into the original belief. 
Your Locofoco is a Pharisee, who contemptuous- 
ly bids the fathers of the church “stand by, for I 
am holier than thou!” It is a fanaticism which 
discovers new meaniogs in the book of faith, inter- 
polates spurious passages into the common text, 
and regards the old professors with a more deadly 
animosity than the heathenish idolator. It is anima- 
ted by the spirit of persecution and intolerance, and 
wastes its energies by a blind fury which makes no 
compromise with circumstances, and a heated zeal 
which consumes itself without diffusing its warmth 
| to others. 
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Locofocoism is the false light of an exhalation. | ernment and the People from bad to worse, it pre 


Follow it and you are led into quagmires and mo- 
rasses. li hovers over hideous wastes and desolate 
places. If you approach it, iteludes your grasp. 
Itis never seen within the bounds of cultivation, 
but the poor borderer, the unfortunate outcast of 
society, who, “solitary and alone,” inhabits an out- 
post on the confines of civilized society, is the fre- 
quent witness ofits baleful illumination, and re- 
gards it with superstitious awe. 

Locofocoism is of Gothic and Vandalic descent. 
It holds the conveniences and comfurts of life in 
contempt. Its rude hands are exercised in pulling 
down and overturning what it can never build up 
orestablish. It disdains the arts of peace, and de- 
lights in the raveges of war. Issuing from wild 
haunts, and accustomed to extreme privation, it 
cannot appreciate the institutions which learning, 
industiy, and commerce have reared, but ignorant- 
ly levels palaces, temples, academies, villas, trium- 
phal arches, columns, and monuments with the dust. 

Procrustes was the first Locofoco. He pusses- 
sed an iron bedstead, upon which he stretched his 
victims, and, whenever their limbs exceeded its 
length, they were hewn off to the required stan- 
dard, and if they fell short they were lengthened 
by the screw and pully to the prescribed dimen- 
sions. 

Locofocoism labors to equalize the condition of 
all mankind by levelling every thing downward.— 
Because some men are vicious, it would take away 
the rewards of virtue, Because some men are ig- 
norant and depraved, it would confound tho dis- 
tinctions of knowledge and rectitude. Because 
some men prefer idleness and cold meat, it would 
discountenance industry, soup, and warm bread. — 
Because all men cannot wear gold watches, there 
should be noue manufactured without pinchbeck. 
Because all men cannot get their notes discounted 
at the bank, there should be no banks. Because 
some men never have much money, none sliould 
have more than the rest. Because railroads, trans- 
porting passengers at three cenisa mile, are such 
odious monopolies, people ought to travel in pos'- 
coaches and pay six. | 

Locofocoism is a “disorganizing and revolution- 
ary’ spirit. It is never contented with the exis- 
ting state of things. It is constantly formenting 
anarchy, and breeding discord. Itisa reckless in 
novator, and for the love of change is ever varying 
ifs purposes and pursuits. ‘ihe machive that was 
erected yesterday, and operated to admiration to- 
day, is battered down to-morrow, to make room for 
some new experiment. It is the deadly foe of or- 
der, harmony, and system. If it could control the 
planets, it would set them all running in cometary 
orbits. It would impart to water the double prop- 
erty of running up-hill as well as down. In cold 
weather it is in favor of hot, and in summer it sighs 
for the blast of winter. Its motto is-- “Man never 
is, but always to be blest.” “Let well enough 
alone” is a detestable sentiment, in itsopinion. It 
pants for novel:y, and though it conducts the Gov- 


‘the ordeal is a severe one. 
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tends that the epice of varicty gives a fresh flavor 
to every succeeding permutation. 


COL, WILITIOS LETTER ON THE CURRENCY 


The Letter of Col. Josuru M. Wurre, so Jong 
a distinguished Delegate in Congress from Florida, 
which we copy from the New York Evening Star, 
will arrest public attention, ‘The sufferings of the 
People, arising from the derangement of their cur- 
rency, are beginning to appal the stoutest hearts. 
Things are getting more and more entangled .— 
The evilis all-pervading. ‘The long night of delu- 
lusion will be succeeded by a day of reason. But 
‘I'he People, whose 
jealousics and passions were excited by dema- 
gogues, destroyed the main-spring by means of 
which the currency was regulated. All has since 
been in confusion. All will be deranged until we 
are cured of our propensity to try “ experiments.” 
Col. Wurre aims to restore the heslthful action of 
public sentiment upon this great question of cur- 
reNcY. [le brings to the discussion of it much 
experience, an enlightened understanding, and an 
elevated sense of duty. His letters are well-timed, 
and cannot fail, we think, to awakea the People to 
a keen and searching investigation of the causes 
which produced, and have entailed upon us, the 
manifold miseries of a deranged and vitious curren- 
cy.—Alb. Evening Journal. 


Sanatroca Springs, Ave. 5, 1839. 

My Drar Sie:—I received your letter of the 
20th July, from the White Sulphur Springs, and 
regret to learn thatso many of our friends have 
been detained in the Suuth by the derangement of 
the exchanges and the pressure of the times, from 
visiting these resorts of health and pleasure. The 
picture you have drawn of fisancial derangement 
and commercial depression is truly alarming. You 
ask, when are we to have an end of these things? 
L answer, only inthe end of this Administration, 
and with the establishment of a national currency. 
The pressure las already reached every class ex- 
cept the salaried oflicers of the government, whose 
income is enhanced by the diminution of the reve- 
nues of all others. | 

If this country is directly or indirectly interested 
in commerce and trade, foreign and domestic, then 
is a sound credit system absolutely indispensible for 
its government and prosperity. It is the constitu: 
tional duty of the ederal Government to encour: 
wge and establish the safest system of credit which 
iis experience and wisdom can supply. In_ the 
present condition of the mercantile community, 
experience has shown that the People will resort to 
the best credit system they can obtain. All class 
es have used and will again employ, a very inferi- 
or representative of property and capital, when no 
better can be had. ‘The history of shin-plasters 
fully illustrates this. A country without a good 
currency is like a turbulent river without boats or 














} bridges: ifa passage can be secured for the safety 


RRURRI “Re 











" 


= © 


— 
—_ 


) 





O88 
vC- 


ted 
en 








no 
ters 
ood 
po! 
fety 





—_ 
—_—_—_— 


INVESTIGATOR AND EXPOSITOR. 45 








of those whose business compels them to cross and 
recross, it ought to be done; nor should any com- 
plain who, being experter swimmers, better divers, 
or whose lengih of limb enables them to wade over 
with passengers on their shoulders, that a good 
bridge might limit their occupation. 
nity at large are interested in the establisiment of 
a public bridge for the accommodation of all. 


It is in the nature of things that the currency of | 
a country, lefi to its own correction, goes fiom bad | 


w) worse; and the longer it is left in that condition, 
the more s¢rious the labor to correct aud restore it. 
The destraction of the last national bank will fur- 
nish a curious and instructive lesson in history, 


when its faithful record shall be read by an impar-_ 


tial community, entertaining no longer party or per- 
sonal prejudices and animosities, ‘here is per- 
haps no excitement so deep or passion so predom- 
inant and controlling as that of party spirit. 
it was discovered that the bank could no longez be 
controlled for political purposes, it became the 
cardinal policy cf the party in power to destroy 
it, per fas autnefas. In all the Executive com- 
munications and private Presidential denuncia- 
tions, the subordinates were required to inculcate 
the idea of delenda est carthazo, «s applied to the 
bank and its supporters. It uppeared to be forgot- 
tonin the warfare then carricd on, that, by the 
charter of the bank, it was among its othor dutics, 
enjoined that all its acts and proceedings were open 
to the inspection of a committee of Congress, and 
that monthly returns of its proceedings were re- 
quired by its charter to be made to the Treasury 
Department Yor the inspection of the government 
and People. 
to any of the Departments without a publici- 
ty which would enable Congress and the country 
to be informed of it. Nor could the General Gov- 
ernment make a loan, or exceed a certain limit, 
without the knowledge aforesaid. But it appears 
that, after the deposites were removed, and. the 
public money placed in certain banks called “pet 
banks,” one Department of Government borrowed 
from these banks a Jarge sum without the authority 
of Congress, which the Senate of the United States, 
without a dissenting voice, pronounced illegal and 
unconstitutional. This could not have occurred 
without the knowledge of Congress and the Peo- 
ple, if the United States Bank had been continued, 
and the monthly returns required by the charter 
regularly made. From the moment of the des- 
truction of the bank, and the convulsions which 
preceded its dissolution, the condition of the coun- 
try has gradually been growing worse and worse. 
And every derangement of its finances falls more 
heavily upon the Southwestern States than otlier 
portions of the Union. It was said by one man, 
whose opinions have unhappily too great an influ- 
ence in the Southern states, that the Bank of the 
United States had a tendency to create centraliza- 
tion of the exchanges. ‘This was promulgated 
from the direct hostility that eminent politician had 
to New York and New York politicians at that day. 


The commu- | 


———i 


This absurdity ts rendered so conspicuous by what 
has occurred since, that it requires no refutation. 
It was the interest of the Bank of the United Shates, 
in sustainiog an extended circulation, to keep down 
exchanges. And they were thus enabled to trans- 
mit funds from Boston to New Orleans ata half 
percent.; but at this time when the business was 





When. 
| Vers. 
Government is, to take care of itself by a sub-Trea- 


No loan, therefore, could be made | 


in the hands of jobbers, brokers, usurers, and ex- 
change dealers, corporate and individual, that cen- 
tralization so much deprecated has bee produced 
in Wall street in its most odious, oppressive, un- 
safe, and irresponsible form. ‘The evils of thia 
country have commenced with the destruction of 
that bank, and can only be cured by its re-estab- 
lishment. ‘The Southern States are no wpaying fif- 
teen per cent., and in many instances more, by the 
depreciation of their local bank paper. And many 
|of the banks themselves have abandoned legitimate 





discounting to enter the field with brokers and sha- 
The remedy proposed by the present 


sury, and to leave coinmerce, credit, and the Peo- 
ple to perish. 

It is unquestionable that the destruction of an 
institution, created in 1816, by the Republi- 
ean party, of which Mr. Mapison and Mr. Mon- 
/ron were at the head, has been effected by the co- 
,operation of an extensive private interest existing 
‘in all the States,and engaged in State banks, with 
a political party now endoavoring in turn to desiroy 
, them. 

Prior to that, these institutions were restrainéd by 

the necessary and salutary operations of a national 
bank. The present party in power owe their exis- 
tence to these State Banks, and to the vitiated cur- 


rency produced by their excessive issues, and the 
inordinate speculation which resulted fromit. The 


greatest evil of this State bank system is, that one 
community, without a good currency, is subjected 
to great privation and losg in its intercourse with 
another having a better currency; just as a man of 
industry without credit is less capable to thrive and 
prosper than a man having both. If one state has 
an inferior currency to another State, the former in 
| intercourse with the iatter, must of course pay 
roundly for the diference. Some of our States re- 
quiring a large use of credit suffer more when that 
credit is shaken than others under different circum- 
stances; hence all the uew States that require the 
employment of a more extended credit to push 
their private and public enterprises to completion, 
whose people, rich in lands and industry, were yet 
deficient in active means to develope their resour- 
‘ces of future wealth, are of course greater suffer- 
ers when confidence is destroyed, as at present. 
| The history of exchanges, domestic or foreign, 
iclearly proves this. ‘The East now asks of the 
West a difference of exchange; so the North of the 
South, and the Northeast of the Southwest. And 
so vasta difference is now demanded in some cases, 
as almost to puta stop to profitable intercourse, 
reduce the State to the condition of the Confeder- 
ation, and destroy the nationality which the Consti- 
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archical, Men of humble talents, doubtful charac- 


ourselves as one nation or community, interested ter.limited political knowledge,acquire an influence 


in a common and general prosperity, We are efi- 
deavoring to exact a difference of exchange from 
each other. ‘This process of State competition 
and domestié discredit among ourselves as States, 
‘p our intercourse with each other, seriously dimiu- 
idaes the credit of the whole in the estimation of 
foreign capitalists, The finances of a couniry are 
made the peculiar study of statesmen and capitai- 
ists abroad; and it is to be regretted that these have 
not commanded more attention from those who are 
in our national councils, and more especially of 
the Treasury Department, This omission may to 
some extent, be excused heretofore, when it is 
known that, during the twenty years of the exis- 
tence of the Bank of the United States, all the inter- 
estsand ramifications of industry and trade were 
so shielded from fluctuation and disorganization of 
the currency asto render any attention to those 
operations unnecessary. 

When a steamboat progresses on her voyage suc- 
cessfully, and no accident occurs, few of the pas 
sengers stop to examine the engine and machine- 
ry; but, when an explosion takes place, it becomes 
a subject of deep interest, and the matter of high 
pressure and low pressure js discussed. So it ts 
with our national and State currency. Not con- 
tent with the good currency we have, constitution- 
al scruples were assigued by some for “ bettering 
it.” And, against the light of all experience, we 
have been hurried into “experiments.” Now the 
party leaders who took the van in the conflict 
against a national bank and in favor of State banks, 
making one destroy the other, turn with equal vig- 


or against State banks, and go now for no banks, 
about fur the same reason that an incompetent and 


ignorant engineer, in attempting to alter and better 
a good engine, and finding his experiments to fail, 
announces his uncompromising hostility” to all en- 
gines and steamboats, 

Experience has taught us that a national bank, 
and a moderate number of good, sound, well-orga- 
nized State banks, have exercised a salutary check 
on each other, precisely as the General Govern- 
ment and State Governments co-operate for the 


without a General Government, and it was a fail- 
ure. We have tried State banks without a nation- 
al bank, and have experienced the same disastrous 
result. The fact is, a national bark is the sun of 
our political system, ard without it we shall have 
the darkness and confusion which the planetary 


system would exhibit without the great regulator of | 
the universe. It wasa wise maxim of an old, 


sportsman, when he found himself in doubt, to “try 
back.” 

In this crisis, the people must come to the rescue. 
The question is, The country and its interests — 
It is not to agrandize, politically, this or that man, 
when the industry of a whole People is paralyzed. 
Under the delusive and and seductive promises of 
democracy, this country is rapidly becoming mon- 








from office which isalarming. Even Senators from 
sovereign States, and the Representatives of the 
People, are scrutinized, put up or put down, just in 
proportion to the conformity of their opinions to the 
Executive will--when there are five thousand men 
inthe United States, who have as much or more 
experience, talents, and information than the Pres- 
ident himself. Every man who opposes the views 


of the Executive is charged with being purchasec ° 


by the bank. As I neither own stock, and never 
had a loan or any other transaction with the bank, 
and as these opinions have heretofore been unfortu- 
naiely not very popular, [shall at least have the 
credit of sincerity. Itis admitted by every one 
that the country is now, and has been ever 
since General Jackson complained that Congress 
would not ask him for the scheme ofa national 
bank, suffering for want of a national currency: 
such a currency as will be equally good at all points 
of our vast country, and just so far better than coin 
as it is better adapted to safer transit, more appli- 
cable to trade, and capable of convertibility into 
coin at all points. In the place of this currency we 


have State Bank paper, of local credit only, and 


post-notes on time, which, for all purposes of inter- 
change, are daily depreciating. People of one 
State are losing confidence in the currency of an- 
other State, and, as a matter of course, foreign 
capitalists, are losing confidence in the securities 
of all the States. | am willing to believe that the 
party who rule the destinies, of the country, when 
they struck a fatal blow at the currency by destroy- 
ing the only instituion which had ability to pre- 
serve it, had no idea of placing our industry, capi- 
tal and commere at tne mercy of a foreign bank, 

The Bank of England is now the Bank of the 
United States, so far as it concerns all the leading 
objects of our trade and commerce, and it is not to 
be counteracted by individual combinations and 
State banks. ‘The capitalists of Great Britain, cor- 
porate and incorporate, at the head of which is 
the Bank of England, know perfectly well that so 
long as our currency is in a state of derangement, 


confidence and credit will decline with us, and 
general good. We have tried State Governments | 


that coin will be drawn from Europe by every chan- 
nel we can open toobtain it. "They know we have 
already a large amount thus abstracted. ‘Ten 
limes the amount they could spare, however, if they 
take our State and other securities, will do us no 
good compared to the harm it will do them, and 
the coin thus detained from us and its proper posi- 
tion had better be back in the mines whence it came 
than to keep us indebted for its cost, if itis to 
be Jocked up ina sub-Treasury, by which its use- 
fulness and availability are destroved. Our South- 
western States are now suffering much more than 
any other, and if political demagogues can_per- 
suade them that a sub-‘Yreasurv, instead of a na- 
tional bank is the true remedy, they have yet in 
store a Pandovra’s box of evils which will afflict and 
scourge the country to an extent that no one now 
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can foresee. Commerce, credit and agriculture,| ™%r. Vam Buren and Public Expenditures, 


are perishing. ‘The next great interest which is to 
feel the withering grasp of sub-Treasury policy is 
State internal improvements of railroads and ca- 
nals. All these must be abandoned in their un- 
finished state, so far as they depend on State guars 
anties to be negociated in Europe, alarmed at the 
attacks made on our credit-system by high authori- 
ty and by high official functionaries, refuse to loan 
on state bonds, and the failure of those enterprises 
which were looked to to return the interest on the 
bonds wil] soon cause them to be ranked with'the se- 
curities of Brazil, Columbia, Mexico, Portugal, and 
Belgium, and our agents will be driven out of the 
market. Unless some remedy be promptly ap- 
plied, not one public work, depending on a loan for 
its completion, will be finished. In this terrible 
wreck there is but one good against a thousand 
evils, and that is, that the storm which shakes the 
mountain oak will not leave the grass untouched. 
Heretofore, the measuresof the Government have 
not touched its principal supporters, the Irish la- 
borers and German operatives, who use the spade. 
When their pockets are touched we shall soon see 
a revolution in the politics of this country. 

The only remedy I can see in the present crisis 
is the establishment of a national bank—the capi- 
tal adequate to the wants of the country. A por- 
lion of this capital should be open to subscription 
in such state bonds a3 shall have been created in 
aid of internal improvements, giving the bonds 
of each State a fair pro rata share in the distribu- 
tion, and thus converting 30 or 40 millions of good 
State bonds into so much national bank stock. By 
this pian a very different estimate would be placed 
on American securities at home and abroad; and it 
would not be wide to calculate that this national 
bank stock, thus exchanged for bonds, would com- 
mand a high premium in all European markets. 
Capitalists abroad looking to their own interests, 
will see that a national bank would restore a 


national currency, and, with that, all the soung{ 


channels of industry and trade would be open, and 
every species of security enhanced in value. 

To those who have imposed upon the credulity 
of the ignorant by representing the dangers of hav- 
ing foreign stockholders in our national institutions, 
it may be answered that if we have foreign credi 
tors, it is much better in this form than that of 
creditors holding State bonds, which if not punc- 
tually paid at any aad every sacrifice, will bring 
disgrace and denunciation upon us from all the civ- 
ilized nations of the world. 

I had no idea, my dear sir, of thus running into 
politics, with which I have long since been disgus- 
ted, but, having not much to do, | have thus thrown 
together, in a hasty manner, the opinions of one 
individual, as deeply interested as you are in the 
prosperity of the Southern States. 

I am, with great respect, yours, truly, 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 


Martin Van Buren and the Sth verse of the 109th 
Psalms. 





The Globe is out at great length in defence of 

the administration for expending $30,000,0000 per 
annum. It will insist that Mr. Van Buren’s ex- 
_penditure of $40,000,000 is more economical and 
democratic tian Mr. Adams’ expenditure of $12,- 
000,000, Now, this may be so, if there is any pro« 
cess of reducing by multiplicaton, or diminishing 
by addition. Otherwise it must be admitted by 
ali reasonable men, that a government which e«- 
pends $40,000,000 per annum, is not so cheap a 
government as one which disburses only $12,000, 
000. Here is the matter ina nut-shell. Any one 
can test it, who ts capable of ascertaining which of 
the two is the largest sum. 

Now there are some men whe have a direct per- 
sonal and pecuniary interest in attempting to ¢on- 
vince the People that $40,000,000 is a smaller 
sum than $12,000,000. The Globe is paid $200, 
000, a year for proving black to be white. The 
Albany Argus is paid 30,000 a year forthe same 
service. ‘l‘here are an hundred thousand office- 
holders scattered through the country who are actu- 
ated by the same inducements. ‘They pocket their 
salaries, in specicie when they can get it, and 
throw up their caps for Democracy and a ‘frugal 
Government,’ ‘There are numerous members of 
Congress, who haye been subsidised by the admin- 
istration, and have received their rewards for pur- 
suing the same profligate policy; among them, with- 
in the last two years Parks, Muhlenburg, Penny- 
backer, Grundy, Moore, Kemble, Ghelson, Boone, 
and many others. ‘bese men have a distinct 
interest to connive at extravagance, and to be ac- 
complices in the plunder of the People. 

During the administration of Mr. Adams, there 
was no one point on which he was more fiercely 
and ruthlessly assailed than this point of expendi- 
ture. Committees were loose upon the depart- 
ments, in both branches of Congress, and the peo- 


of “candle-end and eheese paring,” economy that 
was ever before attempted. Mr. Adams was de- 
nounced as prodical, spend-thrift, anti-republican, 
and efforts were successfully made to persuade the 
people that reform and retrenchment in the public 
service were indispensable to the well being of our 
institutions. General Jackson and his friends went 
into power, pledged to their constituents by the 
most solemn promises, to reduce the expenditures 
of tle Government toa Democratic Standard.— 
And how have they fulfilled their promises? How 
have they redeemed their pledges. By augmenting 
the charges of administration in every Department. 
They multiplied the expenses of the Navy. ‘They 
multiplied the expenees of the Army. They mul- 
iplied the expences of Foreign Missions. They 
multiplied the expenses of the Executive Offices. 
They multiplied in all directions the “swarm” of 
public agents that were battening on the prosperi- 
ty of the People. They multiplied the officers of 
‘the revenue. ‘They multiplied the land officers.— 
‘They multiplied the Indian Department. In no 











ple were favored with the most brilliant exhibition » 
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one single branch of the public service; in no one 
single item of expenditure; was there the smal les: 
reform or the smallest retrenchment, There was 
no end to their lavish and profligate waste of the 
Public Money. Like beggars in the unexpected 
and unaccostomed trust of money that did not be. 
long to them, they threw it tothe rightand to the 
left; erecting buildings to be torn down; digging 
holes to be filled up; piling fortifications to remain 
unmanned and unfinished ; and for the want of any 
better mode of “getting rid of the surplus,” bury- 
ing thirty millions of it in the morasses and sands 
of Florida! 

The people saw all this. They saw that they 
were not only cheated by false promises, and that 
a system of moderate outlay had been supplanted 
by a system of the most monstrous and wicked ex- 
travagance, but they saw also, that besides the reg- 
ular appropriations of a ‘l'ory Congress, the Exec- 
utive placed men in office, throughout the country 
who plundered the ‘Treasury, and made the trregu- 
lar appropriations by Executive agents no incon- 
siderable item in the annual budget of the ‘Treasury. 
If we add to the $40,000,000 appropriated by the 
Tory majorities in Congress, on the recommenda- 





tion of a ‘ory Secretary, and a ‘ory Committee 


of Ways and Means, the immense suins of which 
the people were robbed by Tory office-holders-—— 
your Boyds, Harrises, Linns, Allens, Swartwouts, 
Prices, Hawkius, and the whole family of Sub-'Trea- 
surers—we shall find that the annual charge of a 
Tory administration has amounted to at leust $45,- 
000,000. 
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But at this point steps in the official apologist of | 
the Government, and gravely asserts that “ the fact | 


that the public expenditures have increased is no 
argument against the Administration!” And, 
wherefore? The number of States, the population, 
trade, wealth of the country have increased, and 
therefore the public expenditures naturally and ne- 
cessarily keep pace with them! But it is not true 
that the expenditures of the country should increase 
of necessity with its population, ‘The salaries of 
our Presidents and heads of Departments, of our 
foreign ministers, and numerous other similar items 
of expenditure remain the same, whether our popu- 
lation is large or limited. But let us give the ad- 
ministration the full benefit of its own rule, and how 
doesitapply? Since the year 1832, ourexpenditures 
have nearly quadrupled. ‘Io make good the pre- 
sent argument of the ‘Tory administration, our po- 
pulation should have at least quadrupled, our com- 
merce should have quadrupled, our States should 
have quadrupled, our two houses of Congress should 
have quadrupled, our trade should have quadrupled, 
our wealth should have quadrupled! None ofthese 
results have been realized. It is not necessary to 
go into details, to prove how far have been all the 
interests we have enumerated from realizing a mul- 
tiplication by four. 

But why did not the politicians of the Globe, the 
Bentons, Blairs, Kendalls, apply the same logic 


which they new use (o the eaduiiuistration of Mr. i 











were about equa! to those of the last four years of 
Mr. Monroe. ‘There was no complaint of extrava- 
gance or prodigality during the administration of 
that gentleman. ‘The increase of Mr. Adams’s ex- 
penditures was a litile more than half a million a 
year. Here wasa natural and legitimate increase, 
based on the growing wealth and population of the 
country. But did these sage and honest politicians 
of the Globe make any such allowance then? And 
do they believe that the people will make more than 
thatallowance now? Give them the full benefit of 
their argument, as faras it is based upon the growth 
and progress of the country,and it wouid justify the 
augmentation of our expenditures to $15,000,000 
at the outside. Mr. Woodbury himself cxlculated 
two years ago that the sum of $16,000,000, under 
ordinary circumstances, ought, at the presen: time, 
to be the extent of our annual outlay. Ie estima- 
ted that this amount would be abundantly adequate 
to all the exigencies of the ccuntry. And soit 
would be under any other administration than one 
which was began, and is perpetuated, in CORRUP- 
rTion,—V. Y. Cour. & Enquirer. 
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